FREEDOM    S    BATTLE

with blows, blows with cudgelling, and cudgelling \vith rifle-
shots.9 Thus were the concentrations of young radicals dispersed,
. . . The sons of those Requetis of 1912 were the Requetfo of this
war, and as great-grandsons of ZumaJadirregui's men, they had
the good fortune to find in Franco a leader who gave to them the
highest honour of victory and glory."

The brotherhood of Phalangists and RequeUs celebrated in this
Madrid article is more symbolic than real. From the very first
day of victory, rivalry between both parties lias given rise to
incidents no less violent than those chronicled by the corre-
spondent of El Alcazar. It was in the Requetes* favour that, with
the Moors, they unquestionably formed the best shock troops of
the rebel army. Their contempt for the backward heroes of the
Phalanx, who throughout the war kept as far as possible from
the firing-line, is as great as their dislike of the language and
demagogic behaviour of the creators of the new National-
Syndicalist State.

Alone among the former hierarchies, the Church obstinately
continues to ally herself with the cause of Franco. I do not know
how far the recent encyclical, Summi Pontificatus, in its denuncia-
tion of the consequences of hypertrophy and deification of the
State, and of the menaces which racial ideology holds for the
Catholic world, will modify the totalitarian and aggressive atti-
tude of the highest Spanish clergy. But to judge by the fervour
with which the bishops, from Cardinal Gomd downwards, defend
the new regime, the solemn warning of Pius XII does not so far
seem to have affected them very greatly. This is the gravest error
into which the Church has fallen for many years. In Republican
Spain, during the last phase of the Negiin Government, we.
succeeded, after tremendous efforts, in completely stemming the
tide of anti-clerical feeling caused by the participation of the
higher clergy in the rebellion; and we were certain that in the
event of a Government victory we could have put through a
religious statute from which the Catholics would have been the
. first to benefit. Our chief concern now is that this unreserved
Catholic support for Franco will let loose a fresh current of hatred
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